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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings. 



Claims 1-5 (cancelled) 

Claim 6 (currently amended) A method for treating arthritis comprising administering 
to a patient suffering from arthritis wd an effective antiarthritic amount of a MEK 
inhibitor, wherein the MEK inhibitor is a compound of Formula I 



Ri is hydrogen, hydroxy, d-Cs alkyl, Ci-Cs alkoxy, halo, trifluoromethyl, or CN; 
R2 is hydrogen; 

R3, R4, and R$ independently are hydrogen, hydroxy, halo, trifluoromethyl, Ci-Cg 
alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, nitro, CN, or -(O or NH)m-(CH2)n-R9, where R9 is 
hydrogen, hydroxy, COOH, orNRioRn; 

n is 0-4; 

misOor 1; 

Rio and Rii independently are hydrogen or Ci-Cs alkyl, or taken together with the 
nitrogen to which they are attached can complete a 3-10 member cyclic 
ring optionally containing 1, 2> or 3 additional heteroatoms selected from 
0,S,NH, or N-Ci-Cg alkyl; 

Z is COOR7, tetraiolyl, CONRsRt, CONHNRioRiu or CH2OR7; 

Rfi and R? independently are hydrogen, Ci-Cs alkyl, C2-C8 alkenyl, Cj-Cs alkynyU 
(CO)-CrC8 alkyl, aryl, heteroaryl, or Ca-Ciocycloalkyl optionally 
containing one, two, or three heteroatoms selected from O, S, NH, or N 



the application. 



Listing of claims : 




wherein: 
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alkyl; or Rc and R? together with the nitrogen to which they are attached 
coinplete a 3-10 member cyclic ring optionally containing 1,2. or 3 
additional heteroatoms selected from O, S, NH, or N alkyl; and wherein 
any of the foregoing alkyl, alkenyl, aryl, heterocyclic, and alkynyl groups 
can be unsubstituted or sabstimted by halo, hydroxy, Ci-Ce alkoxy, amino, 
nitro, C1-C4 alkylamino, di(Ci- C4) alkylamino, C3-Q cycloalkyl phenyl, 
phenoxy, C3-C5 heteroaryl, or C3- C5 heieroaryloxy; 
or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, ester, amide, or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 7 (currently amended) The method according to Claim 6 wherein the MEK 

inhibitor is a compound selected from: 

[4-ChIoro-2-(lH-tetra2ol-5-yl)-phenyl-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyl)-aTnine; 

(4"iodo-2-methyl-phenyl)-[2-(lH-tetrazoI-5-yl)-phenyl]amine; 

[4-nitro-2-(lH-tetrazol-5"yl)-phenyl-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyl)-amine; 

4- Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methylphenylamino)benzoic acid; 
3^4,5-TrLfluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 
3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 

5- BromcH3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 
5-Chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-ben2oic acid; 

Sodium 5-Chloro-2"(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino>benzoaie; 
5-Bromo-2-C4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 
2-(4-Iodo-2-mcthyl-phenylamino)-5-nitro-benzoic acid; 

4- ChlorO'2-(4^i odo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 
2-(4"Iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 

5- nuoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 
5-Iodo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylatnino)-ben2oic acid; 

2,3 ^-Trifluoro^(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 
2-(4-Iodo-phenylamino)-5-methoxy-ben2oic acid; 
5-Methyl-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzoic acid; 
2-(4-Iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-4-nitro-benzoic acid; 
2-(4-Bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-4-flaoro-benzoic acid; 
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2-(2-BroTno-4-iodO'phenylamino)-5-nitro-benzoic acid; 
2"(4-Bromo.2-Tnethyl-phenylainino)-3,4-difluoro-ben20ic acid; 
5-ChlOTO-N-(2-hydTOxyethyl)-2-(4^ic>do-2-methyl-phenylaTnmo)-benzainide; 

4-Buoro-2'<4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamiiio)-benzamide; 
4-HuorcH2-(4-iodcH2-methyl-phenylajmno)-N"methyl-beniaim^ 
N-Elhyl"4-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaTnino)-benzamide; 
4-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-meihyl-phenylamino)-N,N-diTnethyl-ben2ainide; - 

4- Ruoro-2-(4^iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(lH-tetrazol-5-yl)-benzamid^ 

5- Bromo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-benzainide; 
5-ChlorD-2"(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N,N-diinethyl"benzaim 
[5-ChlorCH2-(44odo-2-methyl-phenylaimno>benzoylaniino]-acetic acid; 

4- RuorCH2-(44odo-2-meihyl-phenylaimno)-N-propyl-ben2aimde; 

5- Bromt>N-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-ben 
N,N-Diethyl^nuoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzamide; 

4- Fluoro-N-{ 3-[4-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-piperazin-l-yIl-propyl } -2-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylamino)-benzamide; 
N,N-Diethyl-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-5-mtro-benzajTiide; 

N-Butyl-4-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-beTizaimde; 

5- Chloro-N,N-diethyl-2"(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-beTizaimde; 
5-Broino-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-NJvr-dimethyl-ben2aniide; 
5-BromO"3,4-<iinuoro-N-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2<4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyla^ 

benzamide; 

N-(23-Dihydroxy-propyl)-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)- 
benzamide; 

5-BromO-3*4-dinuoro-2<4-iodo-2-inethyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-piperidin-l-yl- 
ethyD-benzanride; 

3,4-Dinuoro-N-(2"hydroxy^thyl)-2-(4-iodcH2-methyl-phenylaiTdtio)-benzainidc^ 
N-(23-Dihydroxy-propyl)-4-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-inethyl-phenylainino)- 
benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro-N-(3-hydroxy"propyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino> 
benzamide; 
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5--Bromo-3,4-difluorcH2-(4-iodo-2-inethyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-py^^ 

ethyl)-ben2amide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylarruno)-N-(2-pyridin^ 

ethyl)-benzainide; 

4- Fluom-N-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2K44odo-2-methyl-phenylamino>benza^ 

5- Bromo-N-(3-dimethylainino-propyl)-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylainino)-benzamide; 
5-Bromo-3.4-difluoro-2-(4"iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno>N-(2-TTi^^ 

ethyl)-benzainide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-NK2-morpholin'4-yl-eth^^ 
benzaxnide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-pyrroUdm"l^ 
benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaniino)-N-(2-pyridin-4-yl-ethyl^ 
benzamide; 

N"(3-Dimetliylamino-propyl)-3,4-difluoro-2K4-iodcH2-methyl-phenylainin^ 
benzaxnide; 

N-BCTzyl-4-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaTTiirio)-benzamide; 
2-(4-Brom(>2-methyl-phenylamiiio)-3,4-difluoro-N-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-' 

benzairdde; 

4-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyIamino)-N-(2-morpholin^-yl-ethyl^ 
benzamide; 

4-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phe7iylamino)-N-(3"piperidin-l-yI-propyl)- 
benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iod(>2-n}ethyl-phenylainino)-N-(3-piperidin-l-yl-propyl)- 
benzamide; 

4-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-N-(2-thiophen-2-yl-ethyl)- 
benzamide; 

4-Fluoro-2-(4^iodo-2-niethyl-phenylaimno)-N-(2-pyrrolidin-l-yl-e1h 
benzamide; 
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2-(4-Bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino>3,4"difluoro-N-(2-jnoi^holin-4-yl-ethy 
benzamide; 

5-BromcH3,4-difluoro-2-(4^iodo-2-methyl-phenyIamino)-N-pyricUn^ 
benzaimde; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methy.l-phenylamino)-N-pyridin-4-ylmethyl^ 
2-(4-Bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(3-dimethylamiTio-propyl)-3,^ 
benzamide; 

4^Huoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylam]Tio)-N-pyridin-4-ylmethyl-benza^ 
4-Huoro-2-{4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaiiuno)-N<2-pyridin-4-yl-ethyl)-be^^ 
2-(4-Bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-3,4-difluoro-N-(2-pyridin-4-yl^^^ 
benzamide; 

2-(4-Bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-3,4-difluoro-N-(3-hydroxy-propyl)- 
benzamide; 

2-(4-BrDmo-2-'methyl-phenylamino)-3,4-difluoro-N-(2-pyTTOlidin-l-yl-ethyl)- 
benzamide; 

4- Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-phenethyl-ben2amide; 
2-(4-Bromo-2-methyl"phenylamino)-3,4-difluoro-N-'(2-thiophen-2-yl-ethyl)- 

benzamide; 

2"(4-Bromo-2-methyI-phenylamino>3,4-difluom-N-pyridin-4-ylmethyl- 
benzaitdde; 

2-(4-Brorno-2-methyl-phenylaniino)-3,4-difluoro-N-phenethyl-ben2aniide; 
2-(4-Bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-3,4-difluorO'N-(2-piperidin-l-yl-ethyl)- 
benzainide; 

5- Chloro-N- { 3-[4-(2-hydroxy-etiiyl)-piperazin-l-yl]-propyl } -2"(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenyl amino)- benzamide; 
5-Fluoro-N-{3-[4-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-piperazin-l-yll-propyl}-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylamino)- benzamide; 
2-(4-Iodo-2"jnethyl-phenylamino)-5-nitro-N-pyridin-4-yl methyl-benzamide; 
5-Bromo-N-{3-[4-(2-hydroxy-ethyl>pipera2in-l-yl]-propyI}-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylamino)- benzamide; 



PAGE 8132 ' RCVD AT 5/4/2005 9:28:43 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SW^ 



May-04-2005 08:Z8afn From- 
09/868,120 



-7- 



T-803 P. 009/032 F-SfS 
5968-01-SMH 



5-Chloro-N-(2-diethylainino-ethyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-raethyl-phenylainino) 
benzamide; 

5-CWoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-NK2-piperidm-l-yl-ethyl)- 
benzamide; 

(3-Hydroxy"pyrrolidin-l-yl)-[2-(4-iodo-2-meihyl-phenylamino)-5-nitro^^ 
jnethanone; 

5-Chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyI-phenylamino)-N-(2-pyiToUdin-l-yl-eft 
benzamide; 

S-Bromo-N-(2-diethy]aniino-ethyl>2-(4^iodo-2-methyl-phenylaim 
benzamide; 

N-{2-[Bis-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-axnino]-^thyl}-5-chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-raethyl- 

phenylamino)- benzamide; 
N-{2-|Bis-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-am!no]-ethyl}-5-bromo-2-(4-ic)do-2-methyl- 

pheny] amino)- benzamide; 
N.{3-[4-(2-Hydroxy-ethyl)-piperazin-l-yl].propyl}-2.(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylamino)- benzamide; 
5-Huoro-2-(4^iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-pyridin-4-yli]Ciethyl-beTi2a^ 
5-Bmmo-2-(4-iodO"2-ethyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-pyrrolidin-l-yl-emyl)-ben^ 
5-Bromo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-piperidin- 1 -yj-ethyl)- 

ben^amide; 

5-Huom-2-(4-iodc>-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-N-(2-pyn:olidin-l-yl^^^ 
benzamide; 

5-ChloiX)-N-C3-dimethylamino-propyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino 
benzamide; 

N-{2-[Bis-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-aniino]-ethyl}-5-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylamino)- benzamide; 
5-Chloro-N-(3-hydroxy-pix»pyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-beTizamid^ 
5-Chloro-N-(3-diethylamino-2-hydroxy-propyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylamino)- benzamide; 
5-I^uoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-piperidiTi-l-yl-ethyl)- 

benzamide; 
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5-Bromo-N-(3-hydroxy-propyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-benzam^ 
5-Bromo-2-(4-ic>do-2-methyl-phenylamino)"N-(3-piperidin-l-yl-ptopyl)- 
benzamide; 

N-{2-[Bis-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-airdnol-ethyl}-2K4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylami 
nitro- benzamide; 

5-Chloro-2<4"iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-morpholin-4-yl--ethyl)- 
benzamide; 

5-CWoro-N-(3"diethylairdno-propyl)-2-(44odo-2-methyl-phenylainino)- 
benzamide; 

5-Chloro-N-(2-diisopropylaniino-ethyl)-2-(4-iodcH2-me±yl-phenylamino) 
benzamide; 

5-Chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N'-(3-piperidin-l-yl-propyl)- 
benzamide; 

2-(4-Iodo-2-methyl-pheny]amino)-5-mtro-N-(2-piperidin-l-yl-ethyl)-benzamide; 
5"Bromo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl"phenyIaTnino)-N-(2-pipera2in-l-yl-ethyl)- 
benzamide; 

N-(2-DiediylamincHethyl)-5-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino>^ 
5-BroraCHN-(3-dimethylamino-prop}d)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)- 

benzamide; 

N"(3-Hydroxy-propyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-5-nitro-benzamide; 
5-Huoro-N-(3-hydroxy-propyl)-2-(4-iodc>-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzamide; 
N-(3-Diethylaniino-pn5pyl)-5-flaoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyIamino)- 
benzamide; 

N-(3-DiethyIamino-propy])"2-(4-ic>do-2-methyl-phenylaiDino)-5-nitro-benza 
5-Bromo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaraino)-N-(2-morpholiTi-4-yl-ethyl)- 
benzamide; 

2-(4-Iodo-2-meihyl-phenylamino)-5-mtro-N-(3-piperidin-l-yl-propyl)- 
benzamide; 

[5-F!uoro-2-(4-iodo-2-metiiyl-phenylamino)-phenyl]-(3-hydroxy-pyrroIidin'-l-yl)- 
methanone; 
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5-Bromo-N-(2-diisopropylanuno-ethyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylai^ 
benzamide; 

5.Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-{2-morpholiii-4-yl-ethyl)- 
benzamide; 

5-Huoro-2-(4^iodc>-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-N-(3-pipeTidin-l-yl-propyl)- 
benzamide; 

[5-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamiTio)-phenyl]-[4-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)'- 

piperazin- 1 -y 1] -me thanone ; 
N-(3-Diediylamino-2-hydroxy-propyl)"5-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl- 

phenylamino)- benzamide; 
N-Cyclopropyl-5-fluoro-2-(4-iode>2-methyl-pheTiylaiifiino)"b6n2amide; 
5-Chloro-N-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2-C4-iodc>-2-methyl-phenylaiiUTio)-ben2a^ 
5-Fluoro-N-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2<4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyIamino)-benzamide; 
N-Benzyloxy-5-fluoro-2-(44odo-2-methyl-phenylamino)~beTi2anride; 
N-Benzyloxy-5-biX)mo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-ben2aimd 
a - ( 4 lodo 2 mothyl phcnylamino) 5 nitro N (i Gulfamoyl benzyl) b B tizamide; 
5-Brorao-NK2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzaimde; 
N-(2-Hydroxy-ethyl)-5-iodo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaniino)-benzamide; 
N-(2-Hydroxy-ethyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-ethyl-phenylainino)-5-nitro-benzamide; 
2-(4-Iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-methyl-5-mtrQ-N-phenyl-benzamide; 
5-CMorcKN-cyclopropyl-2-(4-i(xio-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzaTTiide; 
5-Ruoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl"phenylamino)-N-methyl-N-phenyl-benzam 
N-Allyl-5-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-ineihyl-phenylanuno)-benzamide; 
N-Benzyloxy-54odo-2-(4-iodO"2"n]ethyl-phenylamiTio)-benzamide; 
5 Fluoro 2 (1 iodo 2 - ni&thyI ph e nylaimno) N (1 sulfamoyl bongyl) benzamid et 
N-Allyl-5-chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-Tnethyl-pheny]amino)-benzaiTiide; 
N-CycIopropyl-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-pheny]amino)-5-nitro-benzaimde; 
5-Bromo-N-cyclopropyl-2-(4"iodO"2"methyl-phenylamiTio)-benzamide; 
5-Chloro-2-(4-iodO"2"methyl-phenylamino)-N-methyl-N-phenyl-benzaimde; 
5 Iodo 2 (1 iodo 3 - mothyl phonylominoj - N ( 4 sulfamoyl b e nzyl) bonzamido; 
5 Bromo 2 (1 iodo 3 mothyl phcRylomino) N ( 4 Gulfamoyl benzyl) bonzamido; 
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N-AUyl-2-(4-iodo-2-niethyl-phenylaimno)"5-nitro-benzainide; 

■ 2 - ( 4 lodo 2 mothyl phgnylamino) 5 nitro N (1 sulfamoyl bonzyl) bonzamido; 

N-Allyl-5-broiTio-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzamide; 

5-Fluoro-2<4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-N<3-methyI-ben2yl)-benzainide^ 

N-QycIopropyl-5-iodo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzamide; 

5^Bromo-2-(4-iodc>-2-methyl-phenylainino)-N-methyl-N-phenyl-benzaTnide; 

N-Ben2yloxy-2-(4-iodo-2-metJiyl-phenylamino)-5-ni1xo-beTi2amide; 

N-Cyclohexyl-5-iodo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-pheny]amino)-benzaniide; 

N-Allyl-5-iodo-2-(4-iodo-2"ipethyl-phenylamino>benzarnide; 

5-Iodo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaTnino)-N-(3-methyl-benzy])-benzaTmde; 

2-(4-Iodo-2-methyI-phenylainino)-N-(3-methyl-benzyl)"5-BiixcHbenz^ 

5-Iodo-2-(4-ic>do-2-methyl-phenylanuno)-N-methyl-N-phenyl-ben^ 

N-CyclohexyI-5-nuoro-2-(4-iodo-2-raethyl"phenylamino)-bOT^aimde; 

5-Chloro-N-cyclohexyl-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzamide; 

5-Bromo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyIaiTuno)-N<3-methyl"ben2yl)-benz 

5-BTomo-N-cyclohexyl-2-(4"iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzaim 

5-Chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-metliyl-phenylamino)-N-(3-methyl-benzyl)-beii2amide 

N-Cyclohexyl-2-(4"iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-5-nitro-benzamide; 

N-BenzyIoxy-5-bromo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyI-pheTiylamino)-benzainide; 

N-BeTizyloxy-5-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyla2rdTio)-beiizamide; 

5-ChlorcHN-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2-(4-icKio-2-methyl-phenylaitdno)-benza^ 

5-Bromo-N-(2-hydroxy-ethyl)-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyIamino)-benzainide; 

2-(4-Iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-N-methyl-5-TiiTrc>-N-phenyl-ben2ainide; 

5-Chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-niethyl-phenylaimno)-N-methyl-N-phenyl-benzam 

N-(2-Hydroxy-ethyl)-5-iodo-2-(4"iod<>2-methyl"phenylamino)-benzara 

5-CUoro-N-cyclopropyl-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaiTdno)-benzaimde; 

N-AIlyI-5-chloro-2-(4-iodo-2"methyl-phenylamino)-benzamide; 

5-Huoro-2-(4-iodo-2'methyI-phenylainino)-N-methyI-N-phenyl-benzamide; 

N-(2-Hydroxy-ethyl)-2-(4-icKio-2"methyl-phenyIanuno)-5-nitro-ben2ai^ 

5-Huora-N-(2-hydrDxy-ethyl)-2-(4"iodo-2-mediyl-phenylainino)-ben 

5-Bromo-N-cyciopropyl-2-(4"iodo-2-inethyl-phenylamino)-benzaTnide; 
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N-Cyc)opiopyl-5-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamiTio)-benzamide; 
5 riaoro 2 (1 iodo 2 mothyl p honylamino) N aulfamoyl benzyl) bonzamide; 
N-CyclopTOpyl-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamiBo)-5-nitro-beTizamide; 
N-Allyl-5-fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaniino)-ben2ainide; 
N-Benzyloxy-5-iodo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaii)ino)-benzamide; 
N-Allyl-5-bromo-2"(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzamjde; 
5 Promo 2 (1 iodo 2 moihyl ph e nylamino) N (1 sulfamoyi benzyl) bonzamidc; 
5-Brorao-2<4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-methyl-N-phenyI-benzamide; 
N-Anyl-2-(4-iodo-2-niethyI-phenylamino)-5-nitro-benzamide; 
4-Fluoro-2-(4~iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)"benzyl alcohol ; 
[5-CUoro-2-(4-iodo-2-jTiethyl-phenylaimno)-phenyl]-methanol; 
[2-(4-Iodo-2-methyl-pheTiylamino)-5-mtrO"phenyl]"methanoI; 
[5-Bromo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylammo)-phenyl]-methanol; and 
N-Allyl-2K4^iodo-2-methyI-phenylamino)"5-nitro-bcnzainidei 
or a phamaceutically acceptable salt, ester, amide, or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 8 (previously presented) The method of claim 6. wherein the MEK inhibitor is a 
compound of Formula (J) wherein (a) Ri is hydrogen, methyl, methoxy, fluoro, chloro, or 
bromo; (b) R2 is hydrogen; (c) R3> ISU. aiid R5 independently are hydrogen, fluoro, chloro, 
bromo, iodo, methyl, methoxy, or nitro; (d) Rio and Rn independently are hydrogen or 
methyl; (e) Z is COOR7, tetrazolyU CONReR?, CONHNRioRn, or CH2OR7; R« and R7 
independently axe hydrogen, C 1^ alkyl, heteroaryl, or C 3-5 cycloalkyl optionally 
containing one or two heteroatoms selected from O, S, or NH; or R^s and R7 together with 
the nitrogen to which they are attached complete a 5-6 member cyclic ring optionally 
containing 1 or 2 additional heteroatoms selected from O, NH or N-alkyl; and wherein 
any of the foregoing alkyi or aryl groups can be unsubstituted or substituted by halo, 
hydroxy, methoxy, ethoxy, or heteroaryloxy. 

Claim 9 (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the MEK inhibitor is a compound of 
Formula (I) wherein: Z is COOR7; R7 is H, pentafluorophenyl, or tetrazolyl; R3 and R5 
are independently H, fluoro, or chloro; and R4 is fluoro. 
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Claim 10 (currently amended) A method for treating arthritis comprising administering 
to a patient suffering from arthritis bbA an effective antiarthritic amount of a MEK 
inhibitor, wherein the MEK inhibitor is a compound of Formula 11 




wherein: 

Rlais hydrogen, hydroxy, Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, halo, trifluoromethyl, or 
CN; 

R2a is hydrogen; 

RSa' I^a' and independently are hydrogen, hydroxy, halo. trifluoromethyU 

Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy. nitro, CN, or (O or NH)ni-(CH2)B-R9a* where 

R9a is hydrogen, hydroxy, CO2H or NRiOa^lla- 

n is 0-4; 
m is 0 or 1 ; 

RjOa ^d Ri la independently are hydrogen or Ci-Cg alkyl, or taken together 
with the nitrogen to which they are attached can complete a 3~ to 
10-member cyclic ring optionally containing one, two, or three additional 
heteroatoms selected from 0> S, NH, or N-Ci-Cg alkyl; 

Rga is hydrogen, Ci-Cg alkyl, (CO)-Ci-Cg alkyl, aryl, aralkyl, or 
C3-C10 cycloalkyl; 

RVais hydrogen, Cj-Cg alkyl, C2-Cg aUcenyl, C2-C8 alkynyl, 

C3-C10 (cycloalkyl or cycloalkyl optionally containing a heteroatom 
selected from S, or NRga); 
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and wherein any of the foregoing alkyl, alkenyl, aryl, heteroaryl, heterocyclic, and 
alkynyl groups can be unsubsiituted or substituted by halo, hydroxy, Cj-Ce 
alkoxy, amino, nitro, Ci-C* alkylamino, di(Ci-C4)alkylamino, C^-Cs 
cycloalkyl, phenyl, phenoxy, C3-C5 heteroa37l or heterocyclic radical, or 
C3-C5 heteroaiyloxy or heterocyclic radical-oxy; or R^a and R^^ taken 
together with the N to which ihey are attached can complete a 5- to 
lO-membered cyclic ring, optionally containing one, two, or three 
additional heteroatoms selected from O, S, or NRjOaRlla'^ 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, ester, amide or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 11 (original) The method of Claim 10, comprising a MEK inhibitor having a 
structure of Fonnula (H) wherein: (a) Rm is H> methyl, fluoro, or chloro; (b) Rza is H; 
R3a, R4a, and R5a are each H, CI, nitro, or F; (c) R^a is H; (d) Rva is methyl, ethyl, 2- 
propenyl, propyl, butyl, pentyl, hexyl, cyclopropylmethyl, cyclobutyl methyl, 
cyclopropyhnethyU or cyclopropylethyl; and (e) the 4* position is I, rather than Bn 

Claim 12 (original) Themethodof claim 11, comprising a MEK inhibitor having a 
strocture of Formula (11) wherein: R4a is F at the 4 position, para to the CO-N-R6a-OR7a 
group and meta to the bridging nitrogen; at least one of Ran and Rsa is F or CI; and Ria is 
methyl or chloro. 

Claim 13 (previously presented) The method of Claim 10, comprising a MEK 
inhibitor having a formula selected from: 

4-Fluoro-N-hydroxy-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzamide; 

4"FIiioro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyI-phenylamino)"N-(methoxy)-benzamide; 

4-Fluoro~2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(prop-2-ynyIoxy)-benzamide; 

4-Fluoro-2-(4"iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-phenoxyethoxy)-benzamide; 

4-FIuoro-2''(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-thienylmethoxy)-benzamide; 

4-FIuoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyI-phenylamino)-N-(prop-2-enyloxy)-ben2amide; 

4-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(cyclopropylmethoxy)-ben2amide; 

4-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-meihyl-phenylamino)-N-(cycIopentoxy)-benzamide; 
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3,4^Difluoro-2-(4-iod(>-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(3-fiirylmethoxy)-be^ 
3,4-Di£luoro--2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyIainino)"N-ethoxy-ben2ainide; 
3,4-Difluoro-2-{4-30dcH2-methyI-pheT}ylaimno)-N-(but-2-enyloxy)-te 
3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylanuno)-N-(cyclopropylniethoxy)- 
benzamide; 

3,4-DifluorO"2-(4-iodCH2-methyl-phenylaTnino)-N-(l-methylprop-2-yny 
benzamide; 

3.4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-N-(3-phenylprop-2-ynyloxy)- 
benzamide; 

3,4^Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(3-methyl-5-phenylpent-2-en- 

4-ynyloxy)-benzamide; 
3,4^Difluoro-2-(4-iod(>2-methyl-phenylarmno)-N-(prop-2"ynylox 

3,^Difluoro-2-(4-ic>do-2"methyl-phetiyIaniino>N-(propoxy)-b^^ 
3,4-DifluOTO-2-(^iodo-2-methyl"pheny]aTTuno>N-(cyc!6butyloxy)-ben2ainide; 
3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-metliyl-phenylamino)-N-(2-thienylnaethoxy)- 
benzamide; 

3,4-DifluorCH2<4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-N*(2-methyl-p^ 
benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)"N-(2-phenoxyethoxy)-ben^^ 

3,4-DifluoK)-2"(44odo-2-methyl-phenylainino)"N-(but-2-enyloxy)-benzami^^ 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2.methyl-phenylamino)-N-Cbut-3-ynyloxy)-benza^ 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-iodCH2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(cyclopentyloxy)-be^ 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(44odo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(3-(2-fluorophenyl)-prop 

2-ynyloxy)-benzaTnide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-N-hydroxy-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-benzaniide; 

5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodc>-2-methyl-phenylaTnino)-N-(n-propoxy)- 

benz amide; 

5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-N-(furan-3-ylmethoxy)"2-(4-iodo-2-methyl"phenylamino)- 
benzamide; 

5-Bromo-N-(but-2-enyloxy)-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)- 
benzamide 
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5-Bromo-N-butoxy-3>4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaniino)^beTizamide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(3"methyl-but^ 

2- en yloxy )-benzainide; 
5-Bromo»3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyI-phenylamino)-N-(3-Tiiethyl.pent-2-en 

4-ynyloxy)-benzaxnide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-benzyl)-N-[5-(3-inethoxy-phenyl)- 

3- inethyl-pent-2-en-4-ynyloxy]-beTi2amide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(44odo-2-methyI-phenylaiiiino)-N-(prop-2-yny^ 

benzamide; 

5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-metliyl-phenylamino)-N-[3-(3-methoxy- 

phenyl)-prop-2-ynyloxy]-beifizainide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluorcK2-(4-iodo-2-metiiyl-phenylainino>N-(thiopeii- 

2- ylmethoxy)-benzainide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(pyTidin- 

3- ylmethoxy)-benzamide; 
5-Bromo-3-4-difluoro-2-(4-iodCH2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(3-(2-flt^^ 

pTOp-2-ynyloxy>benzamide; 
S-Bromc>-3,4^difluorcH2-(4-ic)do-2-methyl-phenylaniino)-N-(ethoxy)-beT^ 

5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamiTio)-N- 

(cyclopropylinethoxy)-benzamide; 
5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(44c>do-2-rnethyl-phenylamino)-N-(isopropoxy 

benzamide; 

5-Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-N-but-3-ynyloxy)- 
benzamide; 

5-Chloro-N-hydroxy-2<4-iodO"2-raethyl-phenylamino)-benzaiiude; 
5-Chloro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylan)ino)-N-(telJ^ydro-pyraii-2-yloxy)- 
benzainide; 

5-Chloro-2-(4-iodcH2-methyl-phenylainino)"N-niedioxy-benzamide; 
4"Bromo-2-(4^ioda-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N"phenylmeThoxy-benzaim 

4- Huoro-2<4-iodO'2-methyl-pheTiylamino)-N-phenylmethoxy-ben2amide; 

5- Fluoro-N-hydTOxy-2-(4-iodo-2-m&thyI-phenylainino)-beTizamtde; 
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5Jodc>2"(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-phenylmethoxy"beTi2aitdde; 
5-Fluoro-2-(44odo-2-methyl-phfinylanuno)-N-(tetrahydropyran-2-yl^ 

benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro"2-(4-bromo-2-niethyl-pheTiylamino)-NK3-phenylprop-2-y^ 
benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-bTt>mo-2-methyI-phenylDinino)-N-(3-fuT7to^ 
benzamide; 

3ADifluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-N-(2-thieTiylniethoxy)- 
benzamide; 

3,4-DifluoTO-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylairiino)-N-(but-3-ynyloxy)-ben^ 
3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylaimno)-N<2-methyl-prop-2^e^ 

benzamide; 

3,4-Dmuoro-2-(4-bTomo-2-methyl-phenylainino>N"(but-2-enyloxy)-benzajm 
3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(meihoxy)-benzamide; 
3,4^Difluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-N-(ethoxy)-berizam 
3>Difliioro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(cycIobaioxy)-benzamide; 
3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-me%I-phenylainino)-N-(isopropoxy)-benza^ 
3,4-I>ifluoro-2-(4-biomo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N~(2-phenoxyethoxy> 
benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-Tnethyl-pheTiylamino)-N''(cyclopropybaiethoxy)- 
benzamide; 

3»4-Difluoro-2-(4-bromO"2-TTiethyl-phenylamino)-N-(n-propoxy)-benzamidfi; 
3,4-Dinuoro-2-(4-bromO"2-methyI-phenylamino)-NKl-niethyl-pmp-2-^ 
benzamide; 

3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-^(3-(3-fluorophenyl)-prop- 

2-ynyloxy)-benzamide; 
3,4-Difluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenylainino)-N-(4,4-dimethylpent- 

2-ynyloxy)-benzamide; 
3AI^fluoro-2-(4-bromo-2-methyl-phenyIamino)-N-(cyclopentoxy)-benzanude; 

3A5-Trifluoro-N-hydroxy-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-pheTiylainino)--benzamide; 
5-Chloro-3,4-difluoro-N-hydroxy-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-ben2amid 
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5.Bromo-3,4-difluoro-2"(2-fluorch4-iodo-phenylajrdno)-N-hydroxy-benzaiBide; 

N-Hydroxy-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-4-nitro-benzaTnide; 

3 ,4,5-Trifl aoro-2-(2-fluoro^-iodo-phenylanuno)-N-hydroxy-beTT2aim de; 

5-Chloro-3,4-difluoro-2-(2-nuoro^-iodo-phenylamino)-N-hydroxy-ben2ainide; 

5-Bromo-2-(2-chloro^-iodo-phenylaimno)-3,4-difluoro-N-hydi'oxy-benzaTm 

2-(2-Huoro-4-iodo-pheTiylaimno)-N-hydroxy-4-nitro-benz<jjnide; 

2-(2-Chlora-4-iodo-phenylaniiiio)-3,4,5-trifluoro-N-hydroxy-benzamide; 

S-CWoro-2-(2-chloro^iodo-phenylamirio)-3,4-difluoro-N-hydroxy"benzamide; 

5-Bromo-2-(2-bromo-4-icKlo-phenylaimno)-3»4-difluorO"N-hydroxy-ben^ 

2-(2-Chloro-4-iodo-phenylamino)-N-hydroxy-4-methyl-benzamide; 

2-(2-BromcK4-iodo^phenylamino)-3,4,5-trifluoro-N-hydroxy-benzamide; 

2-(2-Bromo-4-iodo-pheny!aniino)-5-<:Woro-3,4-difluOTTCHN-hydroxy-ben2aim 

2-(2-Bromo^iodo-phenylaimno)-N-hydroxy-4-niirO"beTi2a[rdde; 

4- Fluoro-2-(2-fluoro-4-iodo-phenylaimiio)-N-hydroxy-ben2amide; 

3 ,4-Difluoro-2-(2-fl uoro^iodo-phenylamino)-N-hydroxy-benzamide; 
2-(2-CUoro-4-iodo-phenylaimT]0)-4-flaoro-N-hydroxy-'benzamide; 
2<2-Chlor(>4-iodo-phenyIamino)-3,4-difluoro-N-hydroxy-benzamide; 
2-(2-Bromo-4-iodc>-phenylanuno)-4-fluoro-N-hydroxy-benzaimde; 
2-(2-Bromo-44odCHphenylamino)-3,4-difluQro-N-hydioxy-benzainide; 
N-CydopiX)pylmethoxy-3,4.5-trifluoro-2-(4-iodi>2-inethyl-phenylaiiii 
benzamide; 

5- ChlorCHN-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylaTnino)- 

benzamide; 

5-Bromo~NK:yclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluoro-2-(2-fluoro-4-iodo-phenylamiTio)- 
benzamide; 

N-Cyclopropylmethoxy-2-(4-iodc^2-methyl-phenylaimno)-4-nitro-benza^ 
N-CyclopropyImetJioxy-3,4,5-trifluoro-2-(2-nuoro-4-iodo-'phenyIaimno)" 
benzamide; 

5-Chloro-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluoro-2-(2-fluoro^-iodo-phenylamino)- 
benzamide; 
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5.Bromc)-2-(2-chloro-4-iodo-phenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difl^^ 
benzaraide; 

N-Cyclopiopylmethoxy-2-(2"fluoro-4-iodo-phenylamino)-4-nitrCKber^ 
2-(2-Chloro-4^iodo-phenylamino)-N-cyclopropyImethoxy-3,4,5-tiifl 

benzamide; 

5-Cbloro-2-(2-chlorO"44odCHphenylamino)-N-cyclopropylinethoxy-3,4-difluoro- 
benzaiTiide; 

5-Bromo"2-(2-bromo-4-iodo-phenylamino)-N-ethoxy-3,4-difluoro-benzamide; 

2-(2-Chloro-44odo-phenylamino)-N-ethoxy^-nitro-benzamide; 

2-(2-Bromo-4-iodo-phenylamino)-N-cyclopropylTnethoxy-3,4,5-trifluoro- 

benzamide; 

2-(2-Bromo^iodo-phenylainino)-5H;hloro-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-dinuoro- 
benzamide 

2-(2-Bromo-44odo-phenyIaniino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-4-nitro-benzamide; 
N-Cyclopropylmethoxy^fluoro-2-(2-fIuoro-4"iodo-phenylamino)-bcnzamid 
N-Cyclopropylmethoxy"3,4-difluon>-2-(2-fluoro-4-iodo-phenylaimno)- 
benzamide; 

2-(2-Chloro-4"iodo-pheTiylairuno)-N-cycIopropylmethoxy-4-fluoro-benzamid 
2-(2-Chloro-4-iodo-phenylamino)-N-cyclopn5pylmethoxy-3,4-difluoro- 
benzamide; 

2<2-Bromo-4-iodo-phenylamino)-N-cyclopiopylmethoxy-4-fluOTO^ 
and 

2-(2-Bromo-4-iodo-phenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluorCH 
benzamide; 

or a phaimacendcally acceptable salt, ester, amide, or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 14 (previously presented) The method of claim 1, comprising a MEK inhibitor 
having a stnictore selected from: 

2-(2-chloro^iodophenylamino)-5-chloro-]Sf-cyclopropylmethoxy -3,4- 

difluorobenzamide; 

2-(4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-5-chloro-3,4-difluorobenzamide; 
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2-(4-iodophenylaniino)-5-chlora-3 ,4-difIuorobenzoic acid; 
2-(2-chloro-4-iodophenylanuno)-S-chloro-3,4-difluorobenzoic acid; 
5<hloro-3,4-difluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methylphenyIamino)-ben2oic acid; and 
5-chloro-N-cyclopropylmethoxy -3.4-difluoro-2-(4^iodo-2-methylphenylamino)- 
benzamide; 

or a pharaiaceutically acceptable salt, ester, amide, or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 15 (previously presented) A method of treating arthritis in a patient in need of 
treatment, or suspected of developing arthritis, said method comprising the step of 
administering an effective antiarthritic amount of a compound selected from: 

2-(2-Chloro^-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluoroben2aniide; 

2-(2-MethyM-iodophenylamino)-N-hydroxy-4-fluorobenzamide; 

2-(2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-N-hydroxy-3,4-difluoro-S-bromobenzaniide; 

2-(2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluoro- 

5-bromobenzamide; 
2-(2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclobutylTnethoxy-3,4-difluoro- 

5-bromobenzamide; 
2-(2-ChIoro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluoro- 

5-bromobenzamide; 
2-(2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-hydroxy-3,4-difluoro-5-brornobenzamide; 
2"(2-ChIorch4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclobutylmethoxy-3,4-difluorobenzanude; 
2'(2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-hydroxy-4-flaorobenzamide; 
2-(2-MethyM-iodophenyIamino)-N-hydroxy-3 ,4-difluorobenzamide; 
2-(2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy- 

3,4,5-trifluorobenzamide; and 
2-(2-Chloio-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-4-fIuoroben2amide; 

or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt, ester, amide, or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 16 (previously presented) The method of Claim 15 wherein said compound is 
selected from 

2-(2-chloro-4-iodophenyIamino)-N-cyclopropyImethoxy-3,4-djfluorobenzamide; 
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2"(2-Methyl-4-iodophenylamino)-'N-cyclopropylTnethoxy- 

3,4,5-trifluorobenzamide; and 
2-(2-Chloro^iodophenylainino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-4-fluoroben2anude; 

or a phannaceutically acceptable salt, ester, amide, or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 17 (previously presented) A method of treating or reducing the risk of arthritis 
in a patient in need of treatment, or suspected of developing arthritis, said method 
comprising the step of administering an effective antiarthritic amount of 2-(2-Chlon>4- 
iodopheiiylamino>N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluorobenzaTnide, or a phaimaceutically 

acceptable sah thereof. 

Claim 18 (previously presented) The method of Claim 8, wherein the MEK inhibitor is 
a compound of Formula (D wherein: Z is COOR7; R7 is H, pentafluorophenyl, or 
tetrazolyl; and R3, R4, and R5 are independently H, fluoro, or chloro. 

Claim 19 (previously presented) The method of Claim 8, vilierein the MEK inhibitor i$ 
a compound of Formula (I) wheiein: Z is COOR7; R7 is H, pentafluorophenyU or 
tetiazolyl; and R3, R4, and R5 independently are fluoro. 

Claim 20 (previously presented) A method for treating rheumatoid arthritis comprising 
administering to a patient suffering from iheumatoid arthritis a therapeutically effective 
amount of 2-(2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropyhnethoxy-3»4- 
difluorobenzamide, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof 

Claim 21 (previously presented) A method for treating osteoarthritis comprising 
administering to a patient suffering from osteoarthritis a therapeutically effective amount 
of 2-(2-Chloro-4-iodophenylamino)-N-cyclopropylmethoxy-3,4-difluoroben2amide, or a 
pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof- 

Claim 22 (previously presented) The method for treating arthritis of Claim 6 wherein 
the arthritis is rheumatoid arthritis. 
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Claim 23 (previously presented) The method for treating arthritis of Claim 6 wherein 
the arthritis is osteoarthritis. 

Claim 24 (new) A method for treating arthritis, the method comprising 
administering to a patient suffering from arthritis an effective antiarlhritic amount of a 
MEK inhibitor, wherein the MEK inhibitor is a compound selected from: 

2-(4-Iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-5-nitro-N-(4-suIfamoyl-benzyl)-benzamide; 

5-FIuoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(4-sulfamoyl-ben2yl)-benzamide; 

5"Iodo-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-N-(4-sulfamoyl-ben2yl)-ben2aniide; 

5-Bromo-2-(4-iodO''2-metbyl-phenylamino)-N-(4-sulfamoyl-benzyl)-benzamide; 

2-(4-Iodo-2-methyl-phenylamino)-5-nitro-N-(4-sulfamoyl-benzyl)-benzamide; 

5-Fluoro-2-(4-iodo-2-methyl-phenyIaniino)-N-(4-sulfamoyl-benzyl)-benzaniide; 
and 

5-Bromo-2-(4^iodo-2-methyl-phenylanuno)-N-(4-su]famoyl-benzyl)-benzaimde; 
or 

a phaimaceutically acceptable salt, ester, amide, or prodrug thereof. 

Claim 25 (new) The method for treating arthritis according to claim 10, 
wheiein Rin is H, methyl, fluoro, or chloro; Rem is H; the 4' position is I, rather 
than Br; R4a is F at the 4 position, para to the CO-N-Rea-ORya group and meta to 
the bridging nitrogen; and Rsa or Rja is F, 

Claim 26 (new). The method for treating arthritis according to claim 25, wherein 
the MEK inhibitor is a compound of Formula II 
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wherein; 

th& 4' position is I. rather than Br; 
R^a H, methyl, fluoro, or chloro; 
R2a is hydrogen; 

R3 or R5a is F and the other of Rj^ or Rsa independently i$ hydrogen, hydroxy, 
halo, trifluoromethyl, Ci-Cg alkyl, Ci-Cg alkoxy, nitro, CN. or 
(O or NH)ni-(CH2)n-R9a' where R9a is hydrogen, hydroxy, CO2H or 
NRlOaRlla; 

R4a is F at the 4-position, para 10 the CO-N-R^a-ORTa group and meu to the 

bridging nitrogen; 
n is 0-4; 
mis 0 or 1; 

RlOa and Ri la independently are hydrogen or Cj-Cg alkyl, or taken together 
with the nitrogen to which they are attached can complete a 3- to 
10-member cyclic ring optionally containing one, two, or three additional 
heieroatoms selected from O, S, NH, or N-Ci-Cg alkyl; 

Rga is H; 

R7a is hydrogen, Ci-Cs alkyl, C2-C8 alkenyl, C2-C8 alkynyl, 

CyCiQ (cycloalkyl or cycloalkyl optionally containing a heteroatom 
selected from O, S, or NRg^^); 
and wherein any of the foregoing alkyl, alkenyl, aryl, heteroaryl, heterocyclic, and 
alkynyl groups can be unsubsrituied or substituted by halo, hydroxy, Ci-Cfi alkoxy, 
amino, nitro, C1-C4 alkylamino. di(Ci-C4)alkylamino, C3-C6 cycloalkyl, phenyl, phenoxy, 
C3-C5 heteroaryl or heterocyclic radical, or C3-C5 heteroaryloxy or heterocyclic radical- 
oxy; or Rg^ R7a ^^^^ together with the N to which they are attached can complete a 
5- to 10-membered cyclic ring, optionally containing one, two, or three additional 
heteroatoms selected from O, S, or NRjoaR-l la- 
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Claim 27 (new) The method for treating arthritis according to claims 25 or 26, wherein 
the arthritis is rheumatoid arthritis. 

Claim 28 (new) The method for treating arthritis according to claims 25 or 26, wherein 
the arthritis is osteoarthritis. 
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